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Hyderabad, October 6, The Journalist
Post: Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has directed officials to take immediate
stepsto identify 45 acres of land that could not
be accounted for during a survey of Survey
Number 325 in Erravalli village and adjoining
areas of Venkatapuram in Markook mandal of
Siddipet district.

The Chief Minister reviewed the progress
of theland inquiry on Tuesday at the MCRHRD
Institute. Chief Secretary Sanjai Jgju, Principal
Secretary to the Chief Minister Seshadri and
members of committees constituted to exam-
ine alleged land and Dharani-related irregulari-
ties participated in the meeting. Officials in-

The Journalist Post

CM OrdersProbeto Trace 45 [N
Missing Acresin Err

|ndiramma
Towersto Be
Completed
Within a Year:
Ponguleti

Hyderabad, October 6, The Journalist
Post: Telangana Revenue, Housing and Infor-
mation & Public Relations Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said the Indiramma Towers be-
ing constructed for economically weaker fami-
lies would be completed within a year and the
beneficiaries would be handed over the keys to

their homes. Theminister made the statement
after laying the foundation stone for thefirst
phase of Indiramma Towers at
Gagjularamaram in the Quthbullapur Assem-
bly constituency, aong with Minister and
Ranga Reddy district in-charge Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu, MLA K.P.
Vivekanand and beneficiaries. He said the
government, under the leadership of Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy, was moving
ahead withthe objective of fulfilling the hous-
ing aspirations of poor families.

Ponguleti said the Indiramma Towers
were an important component of the pilot
programme to construct one lakh houses
across Telangana. He said a special action
plan had been prepared to ensure that con-
struction was completed both quickly and
with proper quality standards. The govern-
ment has fixed a one-year deadline for con-
tractors, while incentives have been an-
nounced for completing works ahead of
schedule. According to the minister, contrac-
tors completing the construction one month
early will receive an incentive of Rs45 lakh,
while those completing it two months ahead
of schedule can receive up to Rs 90 lakh. He
said the incentive system was intended to
prevent delays and accelerate construction.
Ponguleti said more than 7,000 applications
had been received for Indiramma
housesin Quthbullapur. After detailed

Investigative watchdog promoting transparency, accountability, justice, and informed public awareness.

avalll

formed the Chief Minister that revenue

records show 388 acres under Survey
Number 325, while the recent field sur-
vey could account for only 343 acres,
resulting in a 45-acre discrepancy.

Revanth Reddy directed officias

to issue anotificationfor afresh survey
covering Erravalli and neighbouring
Venkatapuram to establish the location
and status of the unaccounted land.
Officidsaso informed the meeting that
the lands of former Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and his family
members are located near the survey
area. The Revenue Department

isexpected to issue notices seek-

82 Sudents Subjected
to Forced Partial
Head-Shaving

Nanded, October 6, The Journalist
Post: Anincident involving the aleged forced
partial shaving of the heads of 82 stu-

dents at an ashram school in
[Maharashtra's Nanded district has trig- \

KTR Condemns Krishank Arrest,

Targets Rah

ul Gandhi

Hyderabad, October 6, The Jour-
nalist Post: BRSWorking President K. T
Rama Rao (KTR) strongly criticised the
arrest of party leader Manne Krishank|
October 6 following acomplaint by Con
gress leader Mettu Sai Kumar over allef
gati ons concerning the businessand finan
cia affairs of Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy’s family. KTR al-

Mysterious Death of Siberian Researcher
SparksInternational Scrutiny

M oscow, October 6, The Journalist
Post: The death of a 28-year-old employee at
an infectious-disease research facility in

Harish Rao Opposes Power Tariff
Hike, Announces BRS Fight
Against Rs5,420-Crore Burden

Hyderabad, October 6, TheJournal-
ist Post: Former Telangana minister and
BRS leader T. Harish Rao has strongly op-
posed the proposed electricity charge hike|
and alleged that the Congress government
is seeking to place a burden of around RS
5,420 crore on consumers through “true-
up” charges. Addressing a press conference]
at Telangana Bhavan, Harish Rao said the
state was facing power cuts while consum-
erswere smultaneously being asked to pay
higher electricity bills.

Harish Rao questioned the
government’s decision to recover power
procurement-related costs from consumers
and alleged that the burden was being
imposed at atime when people were 5

| ndia-Switzerland
Srengthen Science and
Technology Cooperation

New Delhi, October 6, The Journal-
ist Post: Union Minister of State for Sci-
ence and Technology Jitendra Singh and
Swiss Confederation President Guy
Parmelin held a bilateral meeting in New
Delhi to discuss ways to strengthen coop-
eration between I ndiaand Switzerland in sci-

ence, technology, ™ :
YN Health & Business '/

Russia's Siberian region hastriggered interna-
tional attention and renewed debate over |abo-
ratory safety and the possibility of exposureto
infectious agents.

Russian officials said Darya Shipilova,
who worked at a research institute in the
Irkutsk region, was hospitalized with a severe
lung illnessand later died. The Russian authori-
ties have reportedly described the cause as an
unidentified pulmonary disease and said there
was no laboratory accident or evidence that
her illness was con-
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Har manpreet Steps
Down, Smriti Mandhana

Takes Charge

Mumbai, October 6, The Journalist
Posgt SportsDesk: A mgjor leadership changg
has taken place in Indian women's cricket,
with World Cup-winning captain Harmanpreet
Kaur stepping down as captain across all for-
mats. The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) has appointed vice-captain

SPORTS & Movies 8
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EDITORIAL

Declining Bird
Population in Villages

The Journalist Post: There was a time when the sounds of
sparrows, crows and other birds were an inseparable part of vil-
lage mornings. Trees, fields, ponds and traditional homes provided
birds with food, water and safe nesting spaces. Today, however,
the declining presence of birdsinrural areasis becoming a matter
of concern. Thisis not merely a loss of biodiversity but awarning
about changes taking place in the natural environment. The reduc

tion in tree cover is one of the major challenges. Road expansion,
construction and changes in agricultural land use have resulted in
the loss of trees that once provided birds with nesting and shelter.
Small birds, particularly sparrows, are now seen less frequently in
many areas. Protecting trees must therefore betreated as an impor-
tant part of protecting bird habitats. The increasing use of chemi-
cal pesticidesin agricultureis another concern. Many birds depend
on insects for food, and the reduction of insect populations can
affect their food supply. The use of chemicals can also createrisks
for birds that come into contact with contaminated food. Agricul-
tural development isessential, but farming practices must also take
environmental balance into consideration.

Thedisappearanceand deterioration of ponds, tanksand small
water bodies is equally significant. Birds need reliable sources of
drinking water and food, particularly during hot summers. Restor-
ing and protecting village water bodies can therefore benefit both
biodiversity and local ecosystems. Birds play important ecological
rales, including controlling insects and helping disperse seeds. Their
decline can have consequences beyond wildlife, potentially affect-
ing agricultural ecosystems as well. Climate change, rising tem
peratures, irregular rainfall and prolonged dry periods are also al-
tering habitats and food availability. Conservation cannot beleft to
governments alone. Planting native trees, protecting existing veg-
etation, kegping water containersavailable during summer and pre!
serving ponds are simple steps communities can take. Schools can
also encourage bird-watching, nature clubs and tree-planting ac
tivities among students.

The decline of birds in villages should be seen as a broader
environmental warning. Protecting birds means protecting
trees, water resources and biodiversity. Government agencies,
educational institutions and communities must work together to
ensure that future generations can still wake up to the natural
sounds of birds.

CM OrdersProbeto Trace
45 Missing Acresin Erravalli

ing submission of relevant land
and revenue records for veri-
fication. The notices are part
of the ongoing inquiry and do
not, by themselves, establish
ownership or wrongdoing.
The Chief Minister di-
rected officials to distribute
land identified under Survey
Number 325 to €ligible local
farmers, subject to verification
and applicable rules. He also
ordered the establishment of a
‘Telangana Martyrs Colony’
for families of those who lost
their lives during the
Telangana statehood move-
ment. Housing plots and nec-
essary infrastructure areto be
provided, with the Housing
Department entrusted with the
project. The government has
set June 2, Telangana Forma-
tion Day, as the target for

completion. Revanth Reddy
further suggested establishing
a Young India Integrated
School and an education hub
on available government land
in Velikatta village of
Kondapakamandal. Assigned
lands and land earmarked for
the Mission Bhagiratha
project are to be excluded
from the proposed develop-
ment.

The Chief Minister also
reviewed water management
measures in view of El Nifio
conditions. Officials were in-
structed to ensure judicious
use of water stored in reser-
voirs and tanks. He directed
authoritiesto identify persons
allegedly using Mallanna
Sagar water without authori-
zation and take action in ac-
cordance with the law.

BREAKING

| ndiramma Towersto Be
Completed Within a Year:

Ponguleti

scrutiny, 5,218 applicants
were identified as eligible. In
the first phase, 480 families
were selected through atrans-
parent lottery system. He said
the selection process was con-
ducted online and that the re-
quired documents would be
provided to each beneficiary,
with no scope for political or
personal interference. The
minister said the allocation of
480 houses was only the be-
ginning and that construction
would be taken up in three
more phases. Around 7.5 acres
of land is currently available,
while other government and
Housing Department lands in
the constituency are also be-
ing identified for additional
housing. He said senior Hous-

ing Department officials had
beeninstructedto prepare pro-
posals for the next phase.

Ponguleti described the
Indiramma Towers
programme as more than a
housing initiative, caling it a
socia development
programme aimed at improv-
ing the living standards of
poor families. He assured
beneficiaries that quality
would not be compromised
and encouraged them to
regularly monitor the
progress of construction.
Housing Department Secre-
tary V.P. Gautam, District
Collector Manu Chowdary,
elected representatives,
officials and a large number
of beneficiaries participated
in the programme.

Ponnam Prabhakar Launches
Development Worksin Sriramulpally

Siddipet, October 6,
The Journalist Post:
Telangana Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar said the objective
of the “Palle Palleku
Ponnamanna — Prgja Palana
in Every Village” programme
is to directly understand
people’s problems in rural
areas and take immediate
sepsto resolvethem. As part
of the programme, he visited
Sriramulpally village, inter-
acted with residents and re-
ceived representationsonlo-
cal issues and development
needs. During his visit, the
minister first paid floral trib-
utesto thestatue of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in the village.
Resdents brought several is-
sues to his attention, includ-
ing drinking water shortages,
maintenance of the water
plant, and the construction of
a Gram Panchayat building
and Village Organisation
(VO) building. Ponnam

Chief Secretary Reviews
Department Performance

benefit the public are completed
within the stipulated timelines.
Sanjay Jaju stressed the

Hyderabad, October 6,
TheJournalist Post: Telangana
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju re-
viewed the functioning of the
Finance Department, focusing on
implementation of the state
government’s priority
programmes, financial manage-
ment and key administrative is-
sues. During a meeting with se-
nior Finance Department offi-
cials at the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Telangana State Secretariat, the
Chief Secretary reviewed the
state'sfinancial position, alloca-
tion of funds for various devel-

opment programmes and need for efficient utilisation of

progress in implementing prior-
ity welfare and development
schemes. Hedirected officialsto
work in coordination to ensure
that programmes intended to

funds allocated for government
welfare and development
programmes. Hedirected depart-
ments to ensure that public
money is used responsibly and

that officials maintain account-
ability in financial management.
He said the Finance Department

hasacrucial roleinachieving the
state’s development objectives
and called for transparency and
accountability in the management
of government funds. He also in-
structed officials to focus on in-
creasing revenue sources, control-

Prabhakar assured them that

tion of the project would bring

Scheme. He said the projects

immediate measureswouldbe  gignificant changesto thelive-  would improvetransportation
takento addressthe problems  |ihoodsof farmersintheregion  within the village and provide

and said the government was
committed to providing es-
sential infrastructure in rural
areas.

The minister said steps
were being taken to acceler-
ate the works of the
Gauravelli project and com-
pleteit by 2027 so that irriga-
tion water could be supplied
to farmers. He said comple-

Finance

ling expenditureand maintaining
financial discipline.

The Chief Secretary asked
departments to prepare action
plans in line with government
priorities and ensure that devel-
opment works and welfare
schemes are implemented with-
out unnecessary delays. He
stressed theimportance of stron-
ger coordination between depart-
ments and directed officials to
resolve pending issues at the ear-
liest.

Sanjay Jaju said improving
public services should remain a
key objective of the administra-
tion. Senior Finance Department
officials participated in the mest-
ing and submitted reports on
variousissues under review. The
Chief Secretary directed officias
to accelerate implementation of
their action plans in accordance
with the government’s priorities
and development objectives.

and provide fresh momentum
to the agricultura sector. As
part of village development,
Ponnam Prabhakar laid the
foundation stone for internal
CC roadsand acompound wall
for the Zilla Parishad High
School, with works estimated
a Rs 26 lakh under the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment  Guarantee

greater safety for students.
The minister directed officials
to give special attention to
public healthinrural areas. He
called for regular health check-
ups, proper nutritional support
for pregnant women and chil-
dren, and necessary measures
to safeguard student welfare.

Ponnam Prabhakar said
problems accumulated in vil-
lages could be addressed more
effectively by visiting people
directly rather than relying
only on information received
at government offices. He sad
the “Palle Palleku
Ponnamanna — Palle Pallalo
Praja Palana” programme
would continue as part of ef-
forts to resolve public griev-
ances quickly and ensure ac-
cessible governance.

Konda Surekha Reviews
Dasara Arrangements

Warangal, October 6, The
Journalist Post: Former Minis-
ter Konda Surekha reviewed ar-
rangements for the upcoming
Dasara, Ravana Dahan and
Saddula Bathukamma celebra-
tionsat RangaledaMaidan, Ursu
Gutta, Kareemabad and Ursu
areas in Warangal. She directed
officials to make comprehensive
arrangements as thousands of
people, particularly women and

children, are expected to attend
the ceebrations. Stressing that
Dasara and Bathukamma repre-
sent Telangana's cultural tradi-
tions, she said public safety must
remain thetop priority and urged
officials to take preventive mea-
sures against any untoward inci-
dents. Surekhainstructed depart-
ments to ensure adequate secu-
rity, barricading, drinking water,
electricity, sanitation, medical
services and fire-fighting ar-
rangements. Special attention
should be given to women and
children, shesaid. Policeofficias
were asked to identify parking
aress in advance, manage traffic
and maintain continuous survell-
lance at celebration venues. She
also directed al departments to
coordinate closdy and ensure of -
ficers remain available on the
ground throughout thefestivities.
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Anti-Terror Mock Drill
Conducted at Tehri Dam

Dehradun, October 6, The Journalist
Post: A multi-agency anti-terrorism mock drill
was conducted at the Tehri Dam in
Uttarakhand to assess the preparedness of
security and emergency-response agenciesin
dealing with a potential terrorist attack on
critical infrastructure. The exercise was con-
ducted at the Tehri Hydroelectric Project un-
der the leadership of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), with personnel from

the Uttarakhand Policeand other departments
participating. The drill smulated a terrorist
attack targeting key installations within the
dam complex, following which security agen-
cies activated emergency response and pro-
tection protocols.

The exercise focused on the rapid
mobilisation of personnel, securing the af-
fected area, protecting civilians and critical
installations, and responding to the smulated
threat. The participating agenciesalso assessed
their ability to coordinate operations during a
high-risk emergency. Communication systems,

joint operational procedures and decison-mak-
ing mechanisms were among the key aspects
tested during the exercise. Officias said such
drills provide an opportunity to identify op-
erational gaps and improve coordination be-
tween different agenciesbefore an actual emer-
gency Occurs.

The security of dams and power-genera-
tion facilitiesremainsan important component
of critical infrastructure protection because
disruptions at such installations could have
wider consequences. Officials said security ar-
rangements at strategically important infra-
structure are being continuously reviewed and
strengthened. The exercise also highlighted the
importance of rapid response, situational
awareness and effective inter-agency coordi-
nation during emergencies. Authorities said
regular mock drillswould continueto improve
the alertness, technical capabilities and pre-
paredness of security personnel. Officials con-
gratulated the participating teams on the suc-
cessful completion of the exercise and said les-
sons from the drill would be incorporated into
future preparedness measures aimed at
strengthening the protection of critical infra-
structure across the country.

DRDO Successfully Tests I ndigenous

High-Altitude Parachutein Ladakh

New Delhi, October 6, The Journalist
Pogt: The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has successfully con-

ducted thefirst live jump test of anindigenous
advanced high-altitude parachute system de-
veloped for military operations in mountain-
ousand high-altitude regions. The test was car-
ried out at a high-altitude drop zone in the
Nyoma region of Ladakh. According to offi-
cids, the test involved a jump from approxi-
meately 16,000 feet above sealevd, with

the parachute deploying at around
15,500 feet. Thetest concluded with a

safe landing at the Nyoma site, which

is Situated at an dtitude of approxi-
mately 13,700 feet. The successful trial
demongrated the system's performance

in conditions characterised by low at-
mospheric pressure and challenging
high-altitude terrain. Officials said the
results provided an important indica-

tion of the parachute's suitability for
military operationsin extreme mountainous en-
vironments.

Theindigenous systemisintended to sup-
port the rapid movement of personnel and es-
sential equipment into difficult-to-access areas,
including border regions and snow-covered
mountainous terrain. Such capabilities could
be particularly useful during emergencies and
military operations where conventiona trans-

portation optionsarelimited. The development
represents another step towardsincreasing do-
mestic capabilities in defence technology. The
parachute has been designed
and developed using indig-
enous expertise, reducing
dependence on foreign
equipment for specialised
military requirements.
Officials said the suc-
cessful test wastheresult of
coordinated efforts involv-
ing defence research
organisations, the armed
forces, public-sector entities
and industry partners. The
trial is expected to contributeto further evalu-
ation and development of the system for mili-
tary applications.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratu-
lated the scientists, armed forces personnel,
public-sector organisations and industry rep-
resentatives involved in the test. He described

the achievement as another significant mile-
stone in the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative and
said indigenous defence technologies were in-
creasingly meeting demanding operational re-
quirements. The successful high-altitude trial
isexpected to support further technological de-
velopment and modernisation of India's defence
capabilities, particularly for operationsin chal-
lenging mountainous environments.

Head-Shaving

gered outrage among parents and raised con-
cerns over student
dignity and disci-
plinary practicesin
educational institu-
tions.

The incident
reportedly oc-
curred at anashram
school in the
Kinwat area, where
school staff alleg-
edly subjected the
students to partia
head-shaving as a
form of punishment for what was described as
alack of academic focus. Parents claimed that
they were not informed beforehand and that
the students returned home distressed before
revealing what had happened. The parents
strongly objected to the alleged action, saying
that humiliating children cannot be considered
an acceptable method of discipline. They de-
manded accountability from the school man-
agement and staff and called for strict action if
the allegations are confirmed.

Theincident cameto the attention of edu-

BHAGHYA NAGAR

BHARAT

82 Sudents Subjected to Forced Partial

cation authorities, who reportedly ordered an
inquiry into the matter. Officials are expected
to determine why the students were subjected
to the punishment, who authorized the action
and whether estab-
lished rulesgovern-
ing the treatment
and protection of
students were vio-
lated. The episode
has also prompted
wider discussion
about disciplinary
practicesin residen-
tial and ashram
schools. Education-
ists have stressed
that schools have a
responsibility to maintain discipline while en-
suring that measures used against students do
not undermine their dignity, self-confidence or
emotional well-being.

Parents and others concerned about the
welfare of the students are now awaiting the
findings of the official inquiry. The investiga-
tion is expected to establish the circumstances
surrounding theincident and determine respon-
shility, with further action likely to follow if
violations are confirmed.

Women Must Achieve
Financial | ndependence:
Sudheer Reddy

Hyder abad, October 6, TheJour nal-
ist Post: LB Nagar MLA Devireddy
Sudheer Reddy has called upon women to
achieve financial independence by devel-
oping skills and creating self-employment
opportunities. He was speaking at a cer-
tificate distribution programme organised

by the Jayachandra Reddy Charitable Trust
at the New Dilsukhnagar Community Hall
in Chaitanyapuri Division. Certificates
were presented to women who successfully
completed free training courses in tailor-
ing, beautician skills and mehendi con-
ducted by the trust over the past few days.
Sudheer Reddy and Trust Chairperson
Kamala Sudheer Reddy distributed the cer-
tificates to the participants.

Speaking on the occasion, they said
that when awoman acquiresauseful skill,
an entire family can move forward with
greater confidence. When families progress
economically, they said, society asawhole
benefits and moves towards devel opment.
The organisers said the free skill-devel op-
ment programmes were being conducted
with the objective of helping women be-
comefinancially self-reliant and create em-
ployment opportunitiesfor themselves. The
training programmes cover tailoring skills
ranging from basic techniques to modern

methods, along with practical courses such
as beautician training and mehendi, which
can help participants explore self-employ-
ment options.

Sudheer Reddy said women who suc-
cessfully complete such courses need not

remain dependent solely on conventional
job opportunities. Instead, they can use
their newly acquired skills to start small
businesses or provide services indepen-
dently. Such efforts, he said, can also con-
tribute to strengthening the financial foun-
dation of their families. The trust repre-
sentatives said more programmes would be
organisedin thefuture to promotewomen’s
skill development and economic empow-
erment. They emphasised the importance
of providing practical training that can be
directly converted into livelihood oppor-
tunities. Former corporator Jinnaram Vitthal
Reddy, youth leader Chandrasekhar Reddy, LB
Nagar constituency BRS women's president
Rangeshwari Naidu, Narsireddy, Rapolu
Sudhakar, Vishwa Prem, Nagalakshmi,
Jayashree and Shobharani were among those
present. Trainers Sunitha, Bhanupriya,
Shivabindu and Archana, along with trust rep-
resentatives, BRS leadersand workers, trained
women and local residents also participated in
the programme.
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HAL Manufactures
2,000th Aircraft Engine

Koraput, October 6,
The Journalist Post:
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) has
achieved amgjor milestone
with its Koraput division
manufacturing and deliver-
ing its 2,000th aircraft en-
gine, marking more than
Six decades of contribution
toIndia'sdefenceand avia-
tion sectors.

The milestone high-
lights HAL Koraput's
longstanding rolein manu-
facturing aircraft engines
for the Indian Air Force,
Navy and other defencere-
quirements. Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
congratul ated the organiza-
tion and emphasized the
need to strengthen India's
indigenous capabilities in

aircraft engine design, de-
vel opment, testing and pro-
duction. Thegovernment is
also focusing on expanding
domestic engine manufac-
turing capacity. HAL isin-
creasing theannual produc-
tion capacity of the Rus-
sian-origin AL-31FP air-
craft engine from 30 to 50
units. An investment of Rs
335 crore has been allo-
cated for the expansion,
which is expected to help

meet growing defence re-
guirements. In another ma-
jor initiative, HAL isestab-
lishing asecond production
facility for Shakti helicop-
ter engines with an invest-
ment of Rs 218 crore. The
new facility, together with
the existing production ca-
pacity, isexpected to enable
manufacturing of up to 100
engines annually, support-
ing the growth of India’sin-
digenous helicopter manu-
facturing programme.

The Koraput facility
has built a reputation as an
important defence manufac-
turing centre through the
efforts of thousands of en-
gineers, technicians and
other employees. The pro-
duction of the 2,000th en-
gine marks a significant

achievement inthat journey.
The Centre has emphasized
greater investment in indig-
enous aircraft-engine tech-
nology, production expan-
sion and research. The lat-
est capacity-building mea-
sures are expected to
strengthen India’'s defence
preparednessand contribute
to itsambition of becoming
acompetitive global player
in aerospace and engine
manufacturing.

Mysterious Death of
Siberian Researcher Sparks
| nter national Scrutiny

microorganismsat the facility.
The incident has nevertheless
generated questions because
of the nature and historical
background of the research
institution. Some foreign me-
dia reports and socia-media
discussions have raised the
possibility that Shipilovacould
have been exposed to a rare
infectious disease following a
laboratory incident. However,
no publicly confirmed evi-

dence has established such a
connection.

Reportsalso indicate that
precautionary measures were
introduced at the hospital
where Shipilova was treated,
with people who had close
contact with her placed under
medical observation. Authori-
ties are examining whether
there was any potential risk of
transmission and have sought
to prevent unnecessary public

alarm while the investigation
continues.

Theincident has also re-
vived discussion about bio-
logical weaponsbecause of the
Soviet-erahistory of somein-
fectious-disease research fa
cilitiesintheregion. However,
experts have cautioned against
drawing conclusionsfrom the
circumstances alone. There is
currently no confirmed evi-
dence establishing a link be-
tween Shipilova's death and
biological-weapons research.

Health experts also note
that several microorganisms
capable of causing serious dis-

INTER NATIONAL

eases occur naturaly in wild-
life and rodents, including in
parts of Siberia. The detection
or suspected occurrence of an
infectious disease therefore
does not, by itself, demon-
strate that a laboratory acci-
dent or biological-weapons
incident has occurred.

Authorities are continu-
ing to investigate the precise
cause of Shipilovasillnessand
death. Until thefindings of the
investigation are made public,
claims of a laboratory acci-
dent, biological-weapons in-
volvement or exposureto dan-
gerous research pathogensre-
main unconfirmed.

Rs 661 Crore BrahMos Contract to
Strengthen Indian Navy

New Delhi, October 6, The
Journalist Post: The Union Min-
istry of Defence has signed a 7661-
crore contract for the procure-
ment of BrahMos fire-control
systemsand launchersfor Indian
Navy warships, in amoveamed
at strengthening maritime secu-
rity and enhancing the opera-
tional capabilities of the Navy.
According to the Defence Min-
istry, the project will have at least
68 per cent indigenous content,
providing greater opportunities
for Indian defence manufactur-
ersand domestic industries, particu-
larly micro, small and medium en-
terprises. Theinitiativeis expected
to contribute to the government's

broader efforts to expand indig-
enous defence production and re-
duce dependence on overseas sup-
pliers.

The BrahMos missile system
is a supersonic cruise missile plat-
formjointly developed by Indiaand
Russia and is deployed by India's

armed forces. The fire-control sys-
tems and launchers covered under
the latest contract will support the
integration and operation of
BrahMos systems aboard desig-
nated naval warships, enhancing
their ability to engage designated
targets with precision. Several
Indian industries and manufac-
turing units are expected to par-
ticipate in the execution of the
project. The Defence Ministry
hassaidthe programmeislikely
togeneratesubstantial direct and
indirect employment opportunities
over a period of three years, while
also supporting the devel opment of
domestic technological and manu-
facturing capabilities.

The contract formspart of the
government's continuing focus on
Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence,
with emphasis on developing and
manufacturing military equipment
and technologies within the coun-
try. Increasing indigenous content
in major defence programmes is
intended to strengthen India's do-
mestic industrial base while sup-
porting long-term technological
self-reliance.

The latest agreement is ex-
pected to contribute to the
modernisation of India's naval
weapon systems and strengthen the
country's maritime defence infra-
structure. It also highlights the
growing role of indigenous manu-
facturing and private-sector partici-
pation in India's defence production
ecosystem.

India M obile Congress at

Yashobhoomi

New Delhi, October 6,
The Journalist Post: Union
Minister for Communications
and Development of North
Eastern Region Jyotiraditya
Scindia re-
viewed prepa-
rationsfor the
upcoming In-
dia Mobile
Congress
(IMC) at the
Yashobhoomi
convention
centre in
Dwarka, New Delhi, ahead of
its inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
October 8.

Scindiainspected the ex-
hibition areas and reviewed

the progress of arrangements
for the major technology
event. He visited stalls set up
by participating organisations
and interacted with represen-
tatives of technology compa

nies and exhibitors to under-
stand the innovations and
products being showcased.
The Minister observed that
Indiasdigital and telecommu-
nications sectors are witness-

ing rapid growth. During the
visit, Scindia aso chaired a
meeting with senior officials
from the Department of Tele-
communications, representa-
tives of the domestic mobile
service providers association
and partner organisations. He
reviewed preparationsrelated
to the conduct of the congress
and directed officialsto ensure
that all arrangementsare com-
pleted in time for the event.
The India Mobile Con-
gress is being organised
around the theme “Limitless
Expansion” andisexpectedto
showcase developments in
telecommunications, digital
connectivity, emerging tech-
nologies and information sys-
tems. Exhibitions, technology
demonstrations and panel dis-
cussions are scheduled as part
of the programme. Represen-

tativesfrom several countries,
technology experts, investors,
entrepreneurs and industry
leaders are expected to partici-
pateintheevent. The congress
is intended to provide a plat-
form for discussions on tech-
nological innovation, invest-
ment opportunities, interna-
tional partnershipsand knowl-
edge exchange.

Scindia said the India
Mobile Congress would pro-
vide an opportunity to present
India'stechnological and digi-
tal achievements to an inter-
national audience. He ex-
pressed the expectation that
the event would help create
new opportunitiesin the tele-
communicationsand informa-
tion-technology sectors and
contribute to the expansion of
Indias digital ecosystem.

Centre Approves Rs 10,000 Crore SME Growth Fund

New Delhi, October 6,
The Journalist Post: The
Union Cabinet has approved
the Government of India’s
commitment of Rs 10,000
crore towards the establish-
ment of the SME Growth
Fund (SGF) to provide
growth-oriented equity capi-
ta to high-potential small and
medium enterprises. The de-
cision is aimed at helping
promising enterprises expand
operations, increase manu-
facturing capacity, adopt ad-
vanced technologies and be-
come more competitive in
domestic and global markets.

The fund will operate

vide patient equity capital
to enterprises with dem-
onstrated business viabil-
ity and scalability. While
manufacturing enterprises
will recelve particular at-
tention, the scheme aso
covers services, technol-
ogy, innovation-driven
sectorsand strategic value
chains,

The government said
the initiative is part of the
broader three-pronged ap-
proach announced in the
Union Budget 2026-27 to
strengthen the MSME eco-
system through equity, liquid-
ity and professional support.

greater scaleand competing in
international markets. Manu-
facturing companies are ex-

technology adoption. The
government said the initiative
could also strengthen export

Tier-11 and Tier-I11 cities.
According
to the govern-
ment, MSMEs
account for 31.1
per cent of Indias
GDP, 35.4 per
cent of manufac-
turing output and
48.58 per cent of
exports, under-
lining their rolein
employment and
economic activ-
ity. Asof October
6, 2026, registra-
tions under the
Udyam and Udyam Assist
platforms had reached ap-
proximately 9.78 crore, with

ployment opportunities.

The SME Growth Fund
was initially announced as part
of the Union Budget 2026-27,
which identified equity sup-
port as one of the key mea-
sures to help high-potential
SMEs grow into larger and
more competitive enterprises.

The government expects
the initiative to encourage in-
vestment, strengthen domestic
supply chains, generate qual-
ity employment and promote
innovation-led
industrialisation.

The Cabinet decision
marks the operationalisation
of the Rs 10,000-crore com-
mitment and forms part of the

through an Alternative In- The objective is to facilitate ~ PeCted to benefit from access - competitiveness and support : : overnment's broader strat

vestment Fund (AIF) frame-  the emcjargence of Indian en-  t0 growth capital for capacity the development of industrial irr?glire(;?;]de}g%l?oﬁpgrrrt '?o strengthen India's manuf?%_/

work and isintended to pro-  terprisescapable of achieving expansion, modernisationand  clusters, including those in N9 ' turing and MSME ecosystem.
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Harish Rao Opposes Power Tariff Hike, Announces
BRS Fight Against Rs 5,420-Crore Burden

already facing rising prices and difficulties
linked to prevailing weather conditions. He
said BRS presdent K. Chandrashekar Rao had
decided to launch apeople’'smovement againgt
the proposed burden and warned the govern-
ment to withdraw the tariff-related decision.

Recalling the history of the Telangana
movement, Harish Rao said the electricity cri-
sis had been one of the major issues that
shaped the political srugglefor statehood. He
credited the previous BRS government with
strengthening the power sector and claimed
that substantial investmentswere madein gen-
eration and transmission infrastructure be-
tween 2014 and 2023. According to figures
cited by Harish Rao, the number of 400-kV
substations increased from six to 30, 220-kV
substations from 51 to 103 and 132-kV sub-
stationsfrom 176 to 251 during the BRS ten-
ure. He also said extra-high-tension substa-
tionsincreased from 233 to 384, while trans-
mission-line circuit length and transformer
capacity expanded significantly. Total installed
generation capacity, he claimed, rose from
7,778 MW to 19,450 MW.

Harish Rao further cited the construc-
tion and expansion of the Kothagudem,
Bhadradri, Yadadri and Singareni thermal
power facilities, along with additions to so-
lar-generation capacity. He alleged that the
present government had not added sufficient
new generation capacity or substations after
assuming office and wasinstead depending on
power purchases from outside the state. The
BRS leader aso alleged that existing thermal
plants were operating below their potential
because of problems involving coal availabil-
ity, water supply and maintenance. He ques-
tioned why unitsat Bhadradri Thermal Power
Station and the Yadadri plant were not gener-
ating electricity at their installed capacities.
He aso alleged that inadequate coa stocks
were contributing to the current power short-
age.

Harish Rao reiterated earlier BRS alle-
gations concerning discrepancies in reported
coal stocksin Singareni and claimed that the
party had previoudly raised concerns over the

alleged disappearance of around 40 lakh met-
ric tonnes of coal. These alegations have been
contested politically, and the claims would re-
quire verification through official records and
independent investigation. He also criticised the
government over reported plansinvolving pri-
vate participation in state power-sector enti
ties, including TG-Transco, TG-Genco,
Singareni and DISCOM-related operations.
Harish Rao urged electricity employeesto op+
posewhat he described as privatisation moves
and appealed to Congress leadership to clarify
its position on the issue. Turning to the agri-
cultural sector, Harish Rao said farmers were
facing difficulties because of power interrup-
tionsand low voltage while attempting to pro-
tect standing and ready-to-harvest crops. He
aleged that protests at substations were in-
creasing and warned that prolonged power
shortages could affect agriculture and indus-
try.

Harish Rao also questioned the
government’s explanation of power and wate
shortagesinthe context of El Nifio conditions
He alleged that irrigation motorswere not be
ing operated for the required duration and ar-
gued that the state' swater and electricity prob-
lems were primarily linked to administrative
decisions rather than weather conditions. The
former minister said the proposed true-up
chargeswere particularly burdensome becauss
consumers would have to bear the additional
cost over a short period. He recalled that the
Electricity Regulatory Commission had earlier;
recommended true-up charges of ?

Harish Rao Opposes Power Tariff Hike
Announces BRS Fight Against Rs 5,420-Crore
Burden Rs 12,718.40 crore for 2016-17 tQ
2021-22 and claimed that the previous BRS
government had chosen not to pass the entire
burden on to consumers Harish Rao concluded
by warning the Congress government that con-
tinued electricity tariff increases could trigger
public protests. He demanded that the pro-
posed Rs5,420-crore burden be withdrawn and
said the BRS would intensify its campaign
against the decision.

Anganwadi and ASHA Workers
ServicesAre I ndispensable

Hyderabad, October 6, The Jour-
nalist Post: BJP Telangana State presi-
dent N. Ramchander Rao said the ser-
vices of Anganwadi and ASHA workers
areinvaluablein protecting public health
and supporting child development at the

grassroots level. Rao participated in the
‘Angan Milan Seva Abhiyan’ organised
at Bihar Basti inMalkajgiri as part of the
Seva Sankalp Abhiyan. During the
programme, he visited Anganwadi cen-
tres and interacted with workers to un-
derstand issues related to children’s
health, nutrition and education.

As part of the initiative, nutritious
food items, school bags, books and other
educational materialsweredistributed to
children. Rao said such programmes
could support the healthy growth of chil-

dren whileencouraging their education and
development. He said extending assistance
to weaker and disadvantaged sections of
society was an important objective of ser-
vice-oriented activities.

Rao highlighted therole
of Anganwadi and ASHA
workers in villages and ur-
ban settlements, particularly
in child care, nutrition, and
the health of pregnant
women and lactating moth-
ers. He appreciated their ef-
forts to provide services to
the public despitelimited re-
sources and said their con-
tribution to community wel-

fare and the future of children should be
recognised. He said the programme was
organised with inspiration from Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s emphasis on public
service. BJP leaders said the party would
continue expanding welfare and service
initiatives aimed at children, poor families
and vulnerable sections. During the event,
Anganwadi and ASHA workers were also
felicitated in recognition of their services.
BJP |leaders, party workers, loca residents
and Anganwadi and ASHA workers par-
ticipated in the programme.

TELANGANA

ANDHRA PRADESH

Jana Sena Begins M L C Election
Preparationsin Kothagudem

K othagudem, October 6, The Journalist
Post: The Jana Sena Party held an dection pre-
paredness meseting in K othagudem Assembly con-
stituency ahead of the Khammam—Warangal—
Nalgonda Graduates MLC éection. Jana Sena

Telangana State Organising Secretary and Gradu-
ates MLC candidate Dr. Gadala Srinivasa Rao
attended as the chief guest and guided party lead-
ers, women activists and Jana Sainiks on the € ec-
tion strategy. Addressing the gathering, Dr.
Srinivasa Rao urged party workers to focus on
issues concerning graduates and youth, including

employment opportunities, education and the de-
velopment of the education sector. He said Jana
Sena was committed to working for the rights and
interests of graduates. He called on every party
worker to meet graduates and voters as part of the
election preparations and coordi-
nate activities such as voter regis-
tration, campaign programmes
and meetings. Healso stressed the
need to explain the party’s poli-
cies and objectives to the public.
Jana Sena State spokesperson
Miriyala Ramakrishna said the
party had been working to address
theconcerns of graduates and was
committed to developing policies
that reflect the aspirations of edu-
cated youth. He called upon party
workers to actively participate in
the election campaign. State leaders Ramu Yadav,
Sadiq Pasha, Sai Anith, Chintala Tulasiram,
Soujanya and Shyam, among others, participated
in the meeting and discussed € ection management
and campaign activities. Party leaders resolved to
reach out to graduates across the constituency and
explain the party’s policies.

Alternative Power Sources Crucial
Amid Rising Demand: Bhatti

Pulichintala, October 6, The Journal-
ist Post: Telangana Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarkareviewed power generation
and supply conditions at the Pulichintala Hy-
droelectric Power Station amid rising electric-
ity demand and drought-like conditionsin the
state.

Bhatti inspected the power generation
facility and held detailed discussions with se-
nior officials on current electricity require-
ments, generation capacity, water availability,
the impact of inadequate rainfal and future
planning. Irrigation Minister N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy, power department officials and water
resources engineers participated in the review.

Bhatti said the state' selectricity consump-
tion had reached record levels, with daily de-
mand touching around 20,000 MW. He said
the government was continuing uninterrupted
power supply through effective planning while
balancing the requirements of domestic, agri-
cultural, industrial and commercial consum-
ers. He said inadequate rainfall this year, at-

tributed in part to the El Nifio effect, had re-

duced water storage in reservoirs and affected

hydropower generation. Despite the declinein

generation from hydroelectric stations, the gov-

ernment was using alternative sourcesto meet

the state’'s requirements. Thermal power sta-

tions and other available generation sources

were being utilised to

maintain supply, he said.

Officids presented details

on generation at the

Pulichintalastation, equip-

ment performance, water

availability and power dis-

tribution. Bhatti directed

officials to take advance

measures as electricity de-

mand is expected to in-

crease further. He stressed

the need for proper main-

tenance of power plants

and adequate fuel gocksto prevent disruptions.

The Deputy Chief Minister also stressed

the importance of conserving reservoir water,

particularly for drinking water requirements.

He said water resources were being managed

by balancing the needs of power generation,

irrigation and drinking water. Bhatti appealed

to people to use water responsibly and con-

serve resources keeping future requirements

in mind. He said public participation was es-

sential for water conservation. He reiterated

that ensuring quality electricity supply and ad-

eguate drinking water remained key govern-

ment priorities and directed officials to work

in coordination to strengthen the power sec-
tor and water management.

Preparations Underway for
Additional Godavari Water

Hyderabad, October 6, The Journal-
ist Post: Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board MD K. Ashok Reddy
directed officials to prepare water-supply in-
frastructure in advance for additional
Godavari water expected to reach the city by
the end of 2027. During inspections of
Tattikhana and Banjara Hills reservoirs, he
reviewed plans for new pipelines, reservoirs
and tanker facilities. He examined the pro-
posed 900-mm main pipeline from Agrasen
Circleto improve Tattikhana's supply capac-
ity and strengthen interconnections between
major reservoirs. Reddy also directed officials
to establish new tanker filling points, improve

pumping capacity and identify missing links
around KBR Park. He called for suitable sites
for future reservoirs and a dedicated filling fa-
cility for high-capacity tankersat BanjaraHills.
He said timely infrastructure development
would help ensure uninterrupted and quality
drinking water supply to Hyderabad.
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Governor Reviews Administrative

| ssuesin Medak

Medak, October 6, The Journalist
Pogt: Telangana Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
received a warm welcome during his visit to
Medak district, where he interacted with pub-
lic representatives and senior officialsand dis-
cussed issuesrelated to administration, devel-
opment and delivery of government services.

The Governor arrived at the Integrated
Digtrict Offices Complex, where former undi-

vided Medak district in-charge minister
Gaddam Vivek Venkataswamy, MP M.
Raghunandan Rao, MLA Mynampally Rohith,
Digtrict Collector Pratima Singh and District
Superintendent of Police D.V. Srinivasa Rao,
along with other officials and public represen-
tatives, welcomed him. District authorities had
made special arrangementsfor the Governor’s
visit. During the programme, officials briefed
the Governor on the functioning of the dis-
trict administration and various development
initiatives being undertakenin Medak. Discus-
sonscovered government schemes, public ser-
vices, infrastructure development and welfare
programmes being implemented acrossthe dis-
trict.

The interaction provided an opportunity
to review the progress of ongoing works and
the measures being takento address the needs
of residents. Officials said the Governor
showed interest inthe district’sadministrative

system and development activities. He was
briefed on the implementation of welfare
schemes and the steps being taken to ensure
that government services reach people effec-
tively. Infrastructure expansion and develop-
ment programmes currently underway in dif-
ferent partsof the district were also discussed.
The Governor’s visit also provided an oppor-
tunity for district officials and elected repre-
sentativesto share information about local re-
guirements and administrative priorities. Offi-
cials explained the efforts being made to
strengthen public service delivery and imple-
ment government programmes
according to the needs of local
communities.

The district administra-
tion made arrangementsto en-
sure smooth conduct of the
Governor’s programme. Secu-
rity measures were also put in
place by the police department
inview of the visit. Police offi-
cials coordinated security ar-
rangements at the Integrated
Digtrict Offices Complex and

other locations associated with the Governor’s
programme. Public representatives and officials
from various departments participated in the
welcome programme and subsequent interac-
tions. The presence of senior district officials
provided an opportunity for coordination
among different departments on development
and administrative matters.

Officials expressed the hope that the
Governor’svigt would provide further encour-
agement to ongoing development initiativesin
the district. They said continued coordination
between elected representatives, the adminis-
tration and various government departments
would be important for improving public ser-
vices and addressing local requirements. The
visit concluded with officials reiterating their
commitment to strengthening administration,
accelerating development works and ensuring
effective implementation of welfare and pub-
lic service programmes across Medak district.

Ponnam Prabhakar Focuses
on Village Development

Chenchalcheruvupalli, October 6,
The Jour nalist Post: Telangana Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar visited
Chenchal cheruvupalli village as part of the
“Pdlle Pallaku Ponnamanna—Palle Pallalo
Praja Palana’ programme and interacted
directly with residents to understand their
concernsand initiate measuresfor resolv-
ing local issues. During the visit, the min-
ister inaugurated
several devel opment
works, including in-
ternal CC roads and
open gyms con-
structed at a cost of
Rs 21 lakh, a bus
shelter built for Rs 3
lakh and a new Anganwadi building cost-
ing 79 lakh. He said providing basic infra-
structure and improving living standards
in rural areas remained a priority for the
government.

Prabhakar stressed the importance of
water conservation and urged residentsto
construct soak pits at their homes. He ad-
vised farmers to develop farm ponds to
store rainwater and strengthen water se-
curity for future generations. He also en-
couraged farmers to consider oil-palm
cultivation alongside traditional crops,
pointing out that the nearby Narmetta oil
factory could provide a convenient mar-

ket for their produce. The minister said Rs
8.3 crore had been sanctioned for construc-
tion of the CCPalli—Kachapalli—
Maisampalli road. He also said completion
of the Gauravelli project would makeirri-
gation water available to 2,134 acres. As
part of the government’shousinginitiative,
16 Indiramma houses were sanctioned for
Chenchal cheruvupalli. Prabhakar said ben-
eficiaries would be selected
strictly on the basis of eligibil-
ity and assured that therewould
be no scope for political rec-
ommendations or interference.
To encourage reduced plastic
usage, 500 steel containers
were distributed to the village.
The minister also promised devel opment
works including a Bathukamma ghat, a
boundary wall for the higher educational
Ingtitution, high-mast lighting and improve-
ments to the cremation ground.

Prabhakar said the government’s ob-
jective was to strengthen villages, resolve
people's problems at the grassroots level
and ensure that eligible beneficiaries re-
celve welfare schemes. He emphasised that
direct interaction with residentswould help
the administration better understand local
requirements and improve delivery of de-
velopment and welfare programmes.

Lucknow, October 6, The Journalist
Post: Former Minister and President of the
All India Forum of Backward Class Public
Representatives V. Srinivas Goud met
Samagjwadi Party National General Secretary
Rajendra Chaudhary and Leader of the Op-
position Jasmir Ansari at the party headquar-
ters in Lucknow to discuss the demand for
including caste de-
tails in the general
census. The meeting
was held along with
members of the All
India Backward
Classes Coordina-
tion Committee.

SrinivasGoud said a

caste census was

necessary to obtain comprehensive dataon the
social, educational and economic conditions
of backward classes across the country. He
argued that reliable caste-wise datawould help
in implementing reservation policies in edu-
cation, employment and promotionsand in de-
signing welfare programmes according to
population demographics.

Goud referred to judicid interventionsin-
volving reservation policies in states includ-
ing Punjab, Bihar and Maharashtra. He
claimed that the absence of comprehensive
caste-wise data had contributed to challenges
faced by some reservation measures and ar-

BHARAT

Srinivas Goud Callsfor Caste Census

gued that systematic data collection could help
governments formulate policieswith stronger
empirical foundations. He further said caste-
wise information could provide a clearer pic-
ture of the conditions of different sections of
society and assist Parliament and governments
in framing policies and laws aimed at socia
justice. He also suggested that, where consti-
tutionally required,
the data could in-
form future discus-
sions on legal or
constitutional mea-
sures.

Goud main-
tained that caste-re-
lated information
could be collected

as part of the existing census exercise with-
out significant additional expenditure. He
urged the Samgwadi Party to publicly sup-
port the demand and called for political par-
tiesacrossthe country to work towards acon-
sensusontheissue. He said consultationswere
continuing with leaders from different states
to build wider support for conducting a caste
census at the national level. According to
Goud, accurate demographic datawould help
policymakers better assess social and eco-
nomic inequalities and strengthen targeted de-
velopment programmesfor backward classes.

KTR Condemns Krishank Arrest,

Tar gets Rahul Gandhi

leged that Krishank was arrested for rais-
ing questions about alleged corruption in-
volving the Chief Minister’s family and
claimed that registering cases against those
guestioning the government was contrary
to democratic principles.

The Congress side has maintained that
the cases stem from complaints over al-
leged false or defamatory statements, with
police booking Krishank under relevant
provisions of the BharatiyaNyaya Sanhita.
KTR also targeted Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, questioning hisresponseto the de-
velopments in Telangana. He alleged that
there was a difference between Rahul
Gandhi’ s public emphasis on congtitutional
and democratic issues and the situation
involving Opposition leadersin Telangana.
KTR further criticised the Congress gov-
ernment over aleged political defections

and accused it of weakening democratic
institutions. The BRS leader said political
criticism should be answered politically
rather than through arrests and legal cases.
He asserted that his party would continue
raising questions concerning the govern-
ment and would pursue the Krishank mat-
ter through both political and legal chan-
nels.

Thearrest triggered a strong response
from BRS leaders. Separately, a
Secunderabad court rejected the policere-
guest to remand Krishank, while the
Telangana High Court directed police not
to arrest him in another case and instead
follow the prescribed notice procedure. The
developments have intensified the politi-
cal confrontation between the ruling Con-
gress and Opposition BRS in Telangana,
with both sides presenting sharply differ-
ent positions on the cases agai nst Krishank.

36 Special Guest

Educatorsto Be

Appointed in PM SHRI Schools

Rangareddy, October 7, The Journalist
Post: Rangareddy District Education Officer S.
Venkateshwarlu announced that 36 special guest
educators will be appointed in PM SHRI higher
secondary schools across the district to provide
better education and support services to students
with special needs. Thedistrict has 36 PM SHRI
higher secondary schools, with one special guest
educator proposed for each school. The educators
will work for five months, from November 2026
toMarch 2027, and will receive an honorarium of
Rs 16,500 per month.

The DEO said the educators would support
students with special needs studyingin PM SHRI
schools aswell as children with disabilitieswithin
therespective cluster, mandal and complex aresas.
Their services are intended to supplement the ex-
isting support system for inclusive education.
Venkateshwarlu said | nclusive Education Resource
Persons (IERPSs) are already providing support
through Bhavitha Centres functioning at mandal
headquarters. In addition, 53 special education
teachersarecurrently offering teaching and assis-
tanceto children with special needs acrossthedis-

trict. The proposed 36 guest educators will pro-
vide additional support to these services.

Candidates with a Specia B.Ed qualifi-
cation, or a General B.Ed along with a
specialised diploma or postgraduate diploma,
will be given preference according to ligibil-
ity criteria. The DEO encouraged qualified
youth from villages and surrounding areas
where PM SHRI schools are located to make
use of the opportunity. Eligible candidates have
been asked to submit applications along with
educational qualifications and relevant certifi-
catesto the headmasters of the respective PM
SHRI higher secondary schools by October 10.
The concerned headmasters will scrutinise the
applications and certificates and forward the
list of eligible candidates to the District Edu-
cation Department. The initiative is amed at
strengthening inclusive education and ensur-
ing that students with specia needs receive
appropriate academic assistance and support
services within the school system.
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|ndia-Switzerland Strengthen Science and Technology Cooper ation

innovation.m The discussions
focused on expanding the
long-standing relationship be-
tween the two countries and
identifying new areas of co-
operation digned with emerg-
ing global and developmental
needs. Representatives from
both sides emphasized the
importance of giving the ex-
isting science and technology
partnership amore structured
and long-term strategic direc-
tion.

The meeting also high-
lighted the need to deepen in-

research, technological devel-
opment and innovation. Col-
laborative research in emerg-
ing areas, including artificial
intelligence, biotechnology,
environmental conservation,
health research and advanced
manufacturing, was discussed
as an important avenue for fu-
ture cooperation.

Jitendra Singh said India
is advancing its science and
technology ecosystemthrough
greater coordination among
departments, ministries and
researchingtitutions. He noted

stitutional collaboration in
higher education, scientific

that national programmes are
encouraging scientific research

and technological innovation
aimed at addressing societal
and developmental challenges.
The two sides aso dis-
cussed strengthening knowl-
edge exchange and creating
opportunitiesfor young scien-
tists and researchers to inter-
act and collaborate. Such ini-
tiativescould help promotethe
exchange of expertise, ideas
and technological capabilities
between the two countries.
Jitendra Singh said
Indiasgrowing roleintheglo-
bal science and technology
landscape provides new op-
portunities for mutually ben-

eficial cooperation with Swit-
zerland. He expressed the
hope that both nations would
work together through re-
search, innovation and techno-
logical development to ad-
dress global challenges.

Officials said the discus-
sions could provide a founda-
tion for expanding bilateral
cooperation across strategic
science and technology sec-
tors. Both countriesreaffirmed
their commitment to develop-
ing the partnership through
sustained institutional engage-
ment and long-term collabo-
rative initiatives.

Why DrumsticksAre
Popular in Telugu Cuisine

Desk, October 6, The Journalist Post: Drumsticks, com-
monly known as moringa pods, are among the popular veg-
etableswidely used in Telugu households. They are commonly
added to dal, sambar, rasam and various vegetable prepara-
tions. Their distinctive flavour and easy availability have made
themafamiliar ingredient in both rural and urban kitchens across
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. Nutrition experts note that
drumstick podscontain dietary fibre, vitaminsand mineralsand
can be included as part of avaried and balanced diet. Regular
consumption of vegetables is generaly recommended as an
important component of healthy eating habits.

One of the notable features of the moringatreeisthat its
leaves are also widely used as food. Moringa leaves are pre-
pared in curries, dal and other dishesin many households. This
wider use of different parts of the plant has contributed to the
popularity of moringa in traditional diets.

Health experts recommend washing drumsticks thor-
oughly and preparing them hygienically before consumption.
Choosing fresh vegetables can also help maintain food quality.
Experts emphasise that a balanced diet should include a vari-
ety of vegetables, leafy greens, fruits and pulses rather than
relying on any single food. Drumsticks can therefore be en-
joyed for their taste and versatility while contributing useful
nutrientsto everyday meals. I ncluding them as one component
of adiverse and balanced diet can support healthy eating hab-

Desk, October 6, The
Journalist Post: Med maker,
commonly known as soy
chunks or textured soy pro-
Lein, has become a regular
food itemin many households.
|ts affordability, convenience
and versatility have contrib-
uted to its popularity. Soy
chunks are used in a variety
pf preparations, including cur-
Fies, pulao, biryani-style dishes
and other recipes, making
them a convenient ingredient
for people looking to add a
protein-rich food to their
Imeals.

Nutrition experts point
put that soy chunks are asig-
hificant source of plant-based
protein. Protein plays an im-
portant role in the growth,
fepair and maintenance of
pody tissues, including
Imuscles. For peoplewho con-
sume limited animal-based
foods, soy-based productscan
pe one option for adding pro-
feinto their diet. However, in-
dividual nutritional require-

activity level and overall
health.

Soy chunks are generally
prepared by soaking them in
warm or hot water before
cooking. After soaking, they
are usually sgueezed and

washed thoroughly before be-
ing added toadish. Thisprepa
ration helps soften the chunks
and can make them more suit-
able for cooking. They can
then be combined with veg-
etables, spices, pulsesor grains
to create different meals.

I\/Ieal Maker: Protan-Rich Food
That Can Be Part of a Balanced Diet

the flavours of the ingredients
used during cooking. This
makes it suitable for severa
Indian dishes. Its texture also
allows it to be used as an in-
gredient in preparations where
people prefer a meat-like bite

without using meat. At the
same time, nutrition experts
advise against depending ex-
cessively on any single food.
A healthy eating pattern
should include a variety of
food groups, such as veg-
etables, leafy greens, fruits,

tein sources. Including differ-
ent foods helps provide g
broader range of nutrients.

Food quality and storags
also require attention. ConA
sumers should check packag
ing, expiry information and
storageinstructionswhen pur
chasing packaged soy prod
ucts. The product should be
stored properly to prevent
moisture, contamination of
deterioration. Before cooking
the chunks should be handleg
hygienicaly and prepared with
clean water and utensils.

For people without spe-
cific dietary restrictions o
medical advice against soy
foods, meal maker can be i

cluded as one component of 4

varied diet. The quantity and
frequency can be adjusted ac
cording to individual dietary
needs. Overall, meal maker ig
valued for its protein content
affordability and versatility
When prepared hygienically
and consumed as part of a di
verse and balanced diet, soy

BUSINESS

Kavitha Offers Prayers
at Vemulawada Temple

Vemulawada, Octo-
ber 6, The Journalist
Post: Telangana
Rakshana Sena President
Kalvakuntla Kavitha vis-
ited the Sri Bhimeshwara
Swamy Temple in
Vemulawada and offered
special prayers on Mon-
day. Temple officials,
priestsand Vedic scholars

accorded her atraditional
welcome upon her arrival.

Kavithawasreceived
with aceremonia Poorna
Kumbha welcome in ac-
cordance with temple cus-
toms before she pro-
ceeded to the sanctum
sanctorumto performspe-
cial prayers. She is re-
ported to have prayed for
the peace, prosperity and
development of the
people of Telangana. Fol-
lowing the prayers, Vedic
scholars recited Vedic
mantras and offered their
blessings. Temple priests
presented Teertha and
Prasadam to Kavitha and

honored her with Shesha
Vastramaspart of the cus-
tomary temple protocol.
Temple officials also
briefed her about the ritu-
as and various religious
programmes conducted by
the Devasthanam. The
visit took place in a spiri-
tual atmosphere, with
devotees and temple per-

sonnel present during the
proceedings.

The Vemulawada
RajaRajeshwara
Kshetram is regarded as
an important pilgrimage
centre in Telangana and
attracts large numbers of
devotees who visit to of-
fer prayers and perform
special rituals. Temple
priests, Vedic scholars,
officials, local leaders and
devotees participated in
the programme. Kavitha's
visit concluded peacefully
after she received the
blessings of the temple
priests and interacted with
those present.

Diwall
Sarting at

Bikes

Rs 58,000

With Impressive Mileage

New Delhi, October 6, TheJournalist Post: Diwali
shoppers looking for affordable motorcycles have sev-
eral options starting at around Rs 58,000. The Hero HF
100, priced at about Rs 57,719 ex-showroom, offers a
97.2cc engine and around 65—-70 kmpl mileage. The Hero
HF Deluxe starts near Rs 59,998 and claims around 68
kmpl. The TVS Sport, with a 109.7cc engine, costs
around Rs 65,450 and offers approximately 70 kmpl.
The Honda Shine 100 starts at about Rs 68,767 with
claimed mileage of 65 kmpl, whilethe Bajg Platina 100

mentsvary depending on age, One advantage of meal pulses, wholegrains, nutsand  chunks can be a useful addi{ costsaround Rs 72,942 and offersnearly 70 kmpl. Prices
maker is its ability to absorb seeds, along withsuitable pro-  tion to everyday meals. and mileage may vary by variant and riding conditions.
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Har manpreet Seps Down,
Smriti Mandhana Takes Charge

Smriti Mandhana as her successor, ushering

inanew phasefor the Indian women’steam.
Harmanpreet, 37, announced her deci-

sionon October 6, bringing an endto alead-

ership journey that began more than a de-

cade ago. Shefirst led Indiain2012 and later

became the regular T20I captain in 2016

before taking charge of the ODI and Test

teams in 2022. She

captained India in five

Tests, 51 ODIsand 155

T20Is. Her tenure in-

cluded some of the most

sgnificant achievements

in Indian women’s

cricket. Under her lead-

ership, India won their

maiden ICC Women's

Cricket World Cup title in 2025. She aso

guided the team to its second consecutive

Asian Games gold medal at the Aichi-

Nagoya Games.

The BCCI described her leadership as
an important part of the growth and devel-
opment of Indian women’s cricket.
Harmanpreet will continue to represent In-
diaasaplayer. In her messageto the BCCI,
she said she believed it wastheright timeto
hand over the captaincy and allow the team
to move forward under new leadership. She
also expressed her commitment to support-

ing the new leadership and younger players.
Mandhana, who had been Harmanpreet's
deputy, has now been appointed the full-time
captain across the white-ball formats. The 29-
year-old opener has considerable leadership ex-
perience, having previously captained Indiain
18 T20Isand four ODIs. Shehasalso led Royal
Challengers Bengaluru to two Women's Pre-
mier League titles.
Mandhana described
the new responsibility
as a special honour
and thanked the
BCCI, selectors,
teammates and sup-
portersfor their trust.
She also acknowl-
edged Harmanpreet’s
contribution to Indian cricket and said she
looked forward to working with the team and
taking Indian cricket forward.

India’'s next assignment under Mandhana
will be a white-ball series against Zimbabwe
beginning October 16. The new leadership
group will aso include senior players such as
Deepti Sharma and Shafali Vermain vice-cap-
taincy roles. The leadership transition marks
the beginning of a new chapter for Indian
women'scricket, while Harmanpreet’s contin-
ued presence as a player is expected to pro-
vide valuable experience to the team.

Rashmika M andannato
Portray M S Subbulakshmi

Hyderabad, October 6, The Journalist Post
Cinema Desk: The remarkable life and legacy of
Bharat Ratna awardee and legendary Carnatic vocal -
ist M.S. Subbulakshmi is set to be brought to the big
screen with the upcoming biographical film MS—A
Legacy on Screen. National
award-winning actress
Rashmika Mandanna is set to
portray the iconic musician,
with thefilm aiming to present
not only her extraordinary
achievementsin music but also
important aspects of her per-
sonal life and journey.

At the film’s launch
event, Rashmika appeared in
twodistinctivetraditional saree
looks inspired by M.S.

Subbulakshmi’s iconic visual

identity. One of the most

recognisable elements associ-

ated with the legendary singer

washer preferencefor dark blue
Kanchipuram silk sarees. The shade became soclosdy
identified with her that it cameto be popularly known
as“MSBlue.” Taking inspiration from the celebrated
colour, Rashmika wore a specially designed
Kanchipuram silk saree featuring a combination of
deep blue and purple shades. Gold zari work and tra-
ditional temple-inspired motifs added to its elegance.
Thedesign wasreportedly created to reflect the spirit
of classical music through colours, patternsand artis-
tic detailing.

Thefirst look was said to draw inspiration from

the Carnatic raga Shankarabharanam. The saree in-
corporated gradual colour transitions from blue to
purple, along with intricate gold zari and traditional
motifs. The styling was created with the support of
noted textile designers, with the overall appearance
intended as a visual tribute to M.S. Subbulakshmi.

Rashmika’'s traditional styling
also reflected several elements associ-
ated with the legendary vocalist. She
appeared in a Kanchipuram silk saree
paired with traditional gold jewellery,
bangles, earrings and a nose ring. Her
braid was decorated with jasmine flow-
ers, recreating the classic appearance
often associated with Subbulakshmi.
Fashion designer Neergja Kona is un-
derstood to have worked on thelook. In
another appearance, Rashmika wore a
Kanchipuram silk saree featuring wine,
purple and burnt-orange shades. An
ivory blouse, gold jewellery, floral gar-
land and bangles completed the tradi-

tional ensemble. The styling remained relatively un-
derstated, with ared bindi and kohl-lined eyes adding
emphasisto her features.

Thefilm has also generated interest over reports
that Rashmika has begun training in Carnatic music
for therole. Directed by Gautham Tinnanuri, thebiopic
is expected to explore Subbulakshmi’s accomplish-
ments alongside her personal experiences, sacrifices
and human side. The combination of music, perfor-
mance and period-inspired visual storytelling has al-
ready created curiosity around the project.

\IOAVA IS

Shreyas|lyer a‘Players
Captain’: VVS Laxman

New Ddhi, October 6, The Jour nalist Post
Sports Desk: India head coach VV'S Laxman has
praised Shreyas lyer for his leadership during
India's gold-medal-winning campaign in men's
cricket at the Asian Games, describing him as a
“players’ captain.” Laxman
said lyer has the ability to
make every member of the
team fed comfortable while
bringing out their best perfor-
mances. He also expressed
confidence that lyer has a
bright future as a captain.

Laxman highlighted
lyer’s preparation beforeteam
mesetings, saying the captain
studies an opponent’s
strengths and weaknesses in
advance. He also praised
lyer’s focus on fitness and his approach of pre-
paring strategiesin T20 cricket to stay oneor two
steps ahead of the opposition. According to
Laxman, lyer understands the strengths of every
player inthe squad and makes quick decisions ac-
cording to match situations. His leadership,
Laxman noted, is also reflected in his contribu-
tions with both the bat and in the field.

Under lyer’s captaincy, |ndia defeated Paki-

stan by 19 runsin the Asian Games final to retain
the men’s cricket gold medal. India posted 211/6,
with Abhishek Sharma scoring 61 off 28 balls and
Tilak Varmaremaining unbeaten on 51 off 22 balls.

Pakistan managed 192/6 in reply, despite Hasan
Nawaz's 96 off 51 balls. Shivam Dube dismissed
Nawaz off thefinal delivery to seal India’svictory.
Laxman also praised the players for adapting to
challenging conditions in Japan, including adverse
wesather, travel difficultiesand limited practicetime.
He said their positive approach and ability to ad-
just under pressure were particularly impressive
and added that Indian cricket continues to have a
strong pool of talented players.

Don’t Divide Films by Regions:

VK Naresh

Hyderabad, October 6, The Journal-
ist Post Cinema Desk: Senior actor VK
Naresh has said that films should not be di-
vided or labelled based on regions such as
Telangana, Rayalaseema or North Andhra.
Speaking at the trailer launch of Garividi
Lakshmi, a biographical film based on the life
of renowned Burrakatha artist Garividi
Lakshmi, Naresh said attaching re-
giona identities to films has be-
come atrend in recent times, but
cinemashould remain beyond such
boundaries.

Naresh said that just as mu-
sic and songs have no geographi-
cal borders, cinematoo should not
be restricted by regiona classifications. He
pointed out that audiences across India have
embraced Korean, Maayalam and Tamil films
without allowing language differences to be-
come barriers. In the sameway, he said Telugu
cinema should not be divided based on the re-
gion associated with a story. Referring to the
Tamil filmMann Vasana asanexample, Naresh
said the fragrance of soil cannot belong exclu-
sively to one region or language. Every per-
son born on earth has an emotional connec-
tion with the soil, he observed. Similarly, he
said thestory and emotionsof Garividi Lakshmi
can reach Telugu audiences beyond regiona
boundaries.

Naresh aso emphasised that honesty in
filmmaking iswhat ultimately creates genuine
entertainment. A biopic, he said, does not nec-
essarily have to follow a documentary-style
presentation. Praising Garividi Lakshmi, he said
the film presents the extraordinary life of a
woman artist through music, entertainment and
emotion, recalling the impact created by
Mahanati. The senior actor also spoke about
his association with the Dasara festive season.
He said his films released during Dasara had

achieved what he described asaround
a 70 per cent success rate. Naresh
added that he had never worked in
films merely for packages or commer-
cial arrangements and that he pre-
ferred contributing to projects he
genuinely believed in. Expressing con-
fidence in the film, Naresh said he expected
two filmsto achieve success during thisDasara
season and hoped Garividi Lakshmi would be
the first among them. He said box-office col-
lections were a secondary matter and that the
real success of afilmliesinwinning the appre-
ciation of audiences.

Naresh further expressed the hope that
Garividi Lakshmi would receive not only strong
audience support but also national recognition,
including National Awards. He said hewaswill-
ing to personaly promote the film if required.
Actress Anandhi plays the lead role, and the
trailer has aready generated interest among
moviegoers.

‘Hanuman Ansh’ Coming to Telugu Audiences

Hyderabad, October 6, The Journal-
ist Post Cinema Desk: Bollywood film
Hanuman Ansh, which emerged asasurprise
box-office successafter itsrelease asa small-
budget Hindi film, isnow set to reach Telugu
audiences. Based onthelife and spiritua jour-
ney of renowned spiritual teacher Neem
Karoli Baba, the film received a positive re-
sponseinHindi, and itsnewly released Telugu
trailer is attracting attention among viewers.

Directed by Vishal Chaturvedi, the film
features Shobhinau Satyaintheleadrole, por-
traying the central character. Chandan Anand,
PoornimaTiwari and othersappear inimpor-
tant roles. The film focuses on Neem Karoli

Baba's spiritual journey, teachingsand philoso-
phy, presenting key
phases of his life
through a cinematic
narrative. Thestory fol-
lows Lakshminarayan, a
young boy who leaves
his home &fter the death
of his mother in search
of God. His journey
takeshimthrough spiri-
tual practice and pro-
found experiences, eventually leading to his
transformation into Neem Karoli Baba, a re-
vered spiritual figure. The trailer offers

glimpses of his search for truth, spiritual disci-
pline and teachings.

Thefilmmakers

have sought to por-

tray the philosophi-

cal and spiritua di-

mensions of Neem

Karoli Baba's life

while also making

the story accessible

to awider audience.

His teachings and

ideas are believed to have influenced peoplein
different parts of theworld. NeemKaroli Baba
has also been associated in popular accounts

with severa wel-known personalitiesfromthq
technology and businessworld, including Steve
Jobs and Mark Zuckerberg. The filmmakers
have highlighted the wider influence attributed
to his spiritual philosophy as part of the film'’s
promotional campaign.

The Telugu version is being presented to aL
diences by prominent production house Hombalg
Films. With the Tlugu trailer receiving encourag
ing attention, expectations surrounding the filn'g
release are growing. The combination of spiritual
ity, biography and human transformation is ex
pected to give Telugu audiences a different cin{
ematic experience. The film's Telugu release ig
likely to introduce the life story and teachings as{
sociated with Neem Karoli Baba to a new sectior]
of viewers, particularly those interested in spiri-
tual biographies and inspirational cinema.
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